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RESPECT * COLLABORATE * GROW 

 Headteacher: Mrs Lee 
 
Newsletter 19th September 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear parents, 
 
It is set to be 25 degrees today and 14 degrees by Sunday! Isn’t the start of Autumn just wonderful? It is 
really important that your children are equipped for the changeable weather. Do ensure they have 
waterproof jackets and sturdy school shoes. All uniform must be named clearly as the school cannot be 
responsible for lost uniform or property, and it is always easier to return a found item.  
 
We have had multiple complaints recently regarding parking again. Residents have been advised to alert 
the police if parking compromises the safety of children and their families. Please do not park on Harcourt 
Close or the Resident’s Only parking bays. Do not use the staff car park after 8am unless this has been 
previously agreed as the car park is small and access for staff and emergency services are needed at all 
times. Thank you for your support in this matter. 
 
Upcoming Event: 
 
Jeans for Genes 

 
Next week, our school will be learning and raising awareness of research, care, and support for children and 
families affected by genetic disorders. On Monday, parent and healthcare worker, Charlotte Hobbs will 
explain more about the huge impact this campaign can have on our community during whole school 
assembly. Over the week, classes will learn and discuss more about this awareness week. On Friday 26th 
September 2025, all pupils and staff may wear jeans, and non-school uniform, to school. There will be a 
collection at the school gate, and in class for the Jeans for Genes charity. We encourage pupils to bring in 
their loose change on the day.  

Harcourt Close, Dorney Reach 
Maidenhead, SL6 0DY   
Tel: 01628 620871    
E-mail: office@dorneyschool.co.uk 
Website: www.dorneyschool.co.uk 
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News Around the School: 
 
Science in Year 5 

 
 
 
 
Year 4 have been busy experimenting with frictional forces. On Monday 
we learnt about how a larger surface area increases air resistance and 
slows an object down. We made three types of paper plane, launched 
them and recorded the flight length in a grid.  
 
 
 
 

Art in Year 5 
 

 
Year 5 have started their still life unit and created observational drawings and experimenting with different 
mediums. Mrs Wilson was very proud of their efforts! 
 
The Naughty Bus in Year 1 
 

       
 
This week Year 1 have been reading the story "The Naughty Bus", the children have been learning the story 
and worked as a team to build and paint their own red double decker bus.  
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PTA AGM  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Safeguarding 
Chatbots and Children - The Children's Society 

The social media sphere has recently gained a new tool in 
their battle for youth engagement - the chatbot. Chat bots 
are not particularly new, but the sophistication of their 
governing algorithms is. These applications are designed to 
keep people engaged with artificially generated responses. 
Responses formulated based on the information the user 
puts into them. This can create a self-reinforcing effect, 
where the chatbot continually increases the user's 
convictions in the truth of their own inputs. False 
information, reinforcement of poor choices and self-manipulation are common issues with this emerging 
software. The Children's Society has recently published an article on the issue which you can find here: 

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/blogs/chatbots-and-children 
 
Dates for Your Diary 
 
22.09.25 – PTA Annual General Meeting 6pm School Hall  
26.09.25 – non-school uniform day, all wear jeans 
22.10.25 – Parents Book Look after school at 3.15pm  
24.10.25 – nursing team: Flu Immunization Years R to 6 – please refer to parentmail 
24.10.25 – school closes to children at 3.30pm for half term 
27.-31.10.25 – October half term 
03.11.25 – Inset Day/Parent-Teacher Consultation Day – more info to follow 
 
Enjoy the weekend and I look forward to happy, smiley children on Monday morning. 
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Mrs Sharifah Lee 
 

 
 
Reception 
Well Done to all Reception children for settling so well into a new class and a new school! You are all stars! 
 
Year 1 
Ethan for great construction building and tidying 
Millie for great focus and participation on the carpet 
 
Year 2 
Sienna for having a fantastic positive attitude to all her learning, especially in Maths 
 
Year 3 
Rose for settling into our class so well! 
Sammy for always putting up his hand in class to share ideas! 
 
Year 4 
Lola for always being so helpful and kind, working incredibly hard and going out of her way for others 
Sealey for working so hard, always, for being polite, helpful and for setting a good example 
 
Year 5 
Savannah for a great start to Year 5 with neat presentation 
Imogen for a great start to Year 5 by being kind and including others 
 
Year 6  
Amber for her contributions to partner talk and class discussion. Keep it up! 
Aarav for fantastic Maths discussion and contribution. Well Done! 
 
Staff Star of The Week 
Mrs Chaggar for her help and support at school 
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