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AF5: explain and comment on writers’ use of language, including
grammatical and literacy features at word and sentence level

Child-friendly: Can I give reasons for the writer’s word and
sentence choices?

Key questions:

=  Which feature does the author use in a (specified) piece of text? Why?

= What does (word/phrase) mean? Why has the author used this
phrase/feature? E.g. italics, bold, repetition, simile, exclamation
marks, headings, bullet points, captions etc. Comment on the effect.

=  What has the author used in the text to make this character
funny/sad/angry/tense? How effective is this?

= How has the author used the text to make the situation or event
angry/tense? Comment on the effect.

= Think of another more/less emotive word you can substitute here.
What different effect would your word have?

= Asareader, how do you feel about...? How has the author created
this feeling?

=  Which words and phrases tell you that the author is describing...?

=  How could the meaning be changed by altering the punctuation? E.g.
commas, full stops, ellipsis, exclamation marks etc. Comment on the
effect.

=  Comment on the technical language.......... and.......... ? Explain why the
author used it.

=  What words/phrases indicate the author’s attitude?

= How does the author show that... is important?

=  Why has the author used repetition? What effect does it have?

=  Why have exclamation marks/italics/capitals been used? How does
this affect the way you read it? What effect does this create?

=  What is the author’s style? What features help you identify this? Why
is this style effective in this text?

=  What words give you that impression?

= How has the author been humorous?

=  What words, phrases or features make you think that?




