
 

AF6: identify and comment on writers’ purposes and viewpoints, 

and the overall effect of text on the reader 

Child-friendly: Can I explain what the writer wanted to achieve? 

Key questions: 

• Does the author like ….? How do you know? 

• What can you tell about the viewpoint of the author? 

• Look at the descriptions of 3 people. Who is most likely to buy this book? 

Why? 

• Why did the author choose this setting? 

• What do you think the writer’s purpose is? How do you know? 

• What did the writer intend by (phrase /sentence /incident... etc)? 

• What is the purpose of this particular paragraph/character/change? 

• Why has the author used humour at this point? 

• Look at the caption and diagram. What does it explain to you? Why does the 

writer choose to include them? 

• What impression do you think the writer wants to give of this character? 

Why? What effect does this have on other characters? 

• In this paragraph, what effect does the author want to have on the reader? 

• What is the author’s purpose in this piece of text in relation to the plot? 

• From the opening section of the text, what is the writer’s opinion of 

school/the war/animals etc? How does this affect the 

story/plot/characters/setting etc? 

• Which other author handles time in this was e.g. flashbacks; dreams? Which 

stories have openings like this? 

• Which article/letter would most persuade you to change your mind? Why? 

• By using these words/phrases (....................) what effect has the author had 

on the reader? 

• How are the two texts different in purpose? What effect does this have on 

the reader? 

• From these texts, how have the authors presented the information in 

different ways? Which is the most effective? Why? 
• Whose viewpoint is being presented here? 

• What does the writer want to persuade you to do/think/believe? 

• Who is the advert trying to persuade? 

• Can you tell what the author thinks? 

 


