
Knowledge Organiser: RE. Year 3. Has Christmas lost its true  meaning? 

To understand/ explain/ describe: Key picture  Key Vocabulary 

What do Christians believe happened at Christmas? Christmas 
is an important time for Christians. It is the time when they 
remember God coming to Earth in the form of a baby 
(incarnation). The story of the first Christmas can be found in 
Luke 1-2 and in Matthew 1-2. Christians believe Christmas is a 
time to celebrate that Jesus is a gift from God, given to the world 
to show people how to lead good lives and save/help the world. 
Christians believe Jesus is God in human form (the Incarnation 
of God). 

 

BC = Before Christ Incarnation 
Luke 1-2 Matthew 1-2  
Bethlehem 
 Angel Gabriel  
Mary  
Joseph 
Census 
 Innkeeper  
Stable 
 Shepherds  
Wise men/Kings Star  
King Herod  
Egypt Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh  
Over 2 million Christians  
Traditions  
Religious traditions  
Secular traditions 
 Epiphany 

Religious traditions & Secular tradition  

 
● Advent wreath – One candle is lit each week in the four weeks 
running up to Christmas. The purple candle symbolises hope, 
the pink candle represents joy and the white candle symbolises 
light.  
● Nativity – Children often rein act the Christmas story  
● Attending church – It is tradition for Christians to attend a mass 
on Christmas Eve night (usually called Midnight Mass). There 
are also church services on Christmas Day.  
● Christmas Carols – Carols are different to Christmas songs. 
Carols are religious in nature while songs are secular. The 
earliest Christmas carol can be traced back to the year 129. 
Gift giving/Santa Claus/Father Christmas - There's nothing about 
Christmas presents which is inherently religious or Christian.  
● Putting up the Christmas tree and decorations – German 
tradition brought to Britain by Prince Albert in 1834.  
● Sending Christmas Cards – Another Victorian tradition, made 
popular first in Britain and then started in America as a way of 
keeping in touch with loved ones.  
● Gingerbread houses – A further German tradition, thought to 
be based on the story of Hansel and Gretel. Eaten at Christmas 
time because of the medicinal and warming properties of 
gingerbread. 

The Christmas Story for Christians  

Angel Gabriel visited Mary and told her she was going to have a baby called Jesus. The baby would 
be God’s son. Mary told Joseph what Gabriel had told her; they prepared for the arrival of the special 
baby. Mary and Joseph had to travel to Bethlehem to register in a census. There was no room from 
them as the town was very busy. An innkeeper in Bethlehem let Mary and Joseph stay in his stable 
for the night. Baby Jesus was born in the stable. At the same time, an angel appeared to some 
shepherds. The angel told them that the son of God had been born in Bethlehem. Far away in the 
East, wise men saw a bright star in the sky. They knew it meant that a new king had been born and 
followed the star. On the way they came to King Herod’s palace. Herod was curious about the new 
king; he asked the wise men to tell him where the baby was. The wise men reached Bethlehem. 
They gave Jesus gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. That night, the wise men had a dream 
warning them not to tell King Herod where Jesus was. They did not return to King Herod’s palace. 
Herod began to search for baby Jesus. He ordered that all baby boys in Bethlehem be killed. Joseph 
had a dream where an angel told him to take Mary and Jesus to Egypt. Mary and Joseph travelled to 
Egypt with baby Jesus and he was safe. 

Thinking Point Questions: Can you talk about what you enjoy at Christmas? Can you retell the nativity story and explain what it tells Christians about Jesus? Can you explain 
some of the different ways Christmas is celebrated around the world? Can you make links between Christian beliefs about Christmas and the way they celebrate it? Can you 

distinguish between Christmas traditions that are related to the Christian story and those which are not? Can you ask questions about why people celebrate Christmas 
differently around the world? 


